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January is a busy month! 

January 5, 10AM, Business 
Meeting + Speaker 

January 5, 12PM, Garden 
Tour Raffle Meeting  

January 7, 9AM, Folsom Zoo, 
Take down holiday lights & 
tree decorations (rainout date 
is January 21) 

January 12, 8AM, Twin Lakes 
Food Bank garden workday 

January 12, 10AM, Book Club 

January 19, 10AM, Dirt 
Gardener, Propagation  

January 21, 10AM, Rose 
Pruning @ FGC Park 

January 26, 8AM, Twin Lakes 
Food Bank garden workday 

January 26, 11AM, Garden 
Tour Meeting & Potluck  

JANUARY 2023 NEWSLETTER  
May we blossom in friendship and grow in knowledge

President’s Message  
Happy New Year Folsom Garden Club! The Holiday Lunch 
was a great success, and many members enjoyed all the 
nibbles and good chats with fellow members. It was a 
wonderful start to the holiday season and a bright new year. 
I hope your holidays were special. 

We had December to rest and relax. Now, as this time of 
rest comes to an end, we look to the spring. For with spring 
comes our major fundraiser, the Garden Tour: seven local 
gardens, plant sale and raffle. All are encouraged to take 
part in this most important event. It is this, and all our 
fundraisers, that enable us to continue our work in the 
community and support our civic projects. Thank you all for 
your efforts that go into making this a special club. 

Things to attend this month:  

• January 5th 10AM, Business Meeting with special speaker 
Charlotte Owendyk, an expert in Rose Gardening and 
Pruning. 

• January 5th 12PM, the Garden Tour Raffle Committee is 
having a meeting following the Business Meeting at the 
Clubhouse and would like all to attend.   

• January 19th 10AM, Dirt Garden event will be on plant 
propagation at Lew Howard Park, in the patio area. 

• January 26th 11AM, Garden Tour Meeting at Murer 
House.   

Please help us in making this a fun and successful Garden 
Tour! 

—Julie Martinez
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Scholarship 
Committee 
Update 
—by Mary Lou Phelps  

The 2023 FGC Scholarship 
Committee will have their kick 
off meeting and potluck on 
January 13, 2023 at 
11:30AM. There we will 
introduce new members and 
assign the contacts to solicit 
and follow up for scholarship 
applicants in time for the April 
15, 2023 due date. 

Filoli! 

Happy FGC members at Filoli 
on December 5th. Those in 
attendance generously 
shared photos of the event 
(thank you, thank you all) 
and there’s lots to see on our 
Facebook page. What a fun 
and exciting trip.

January Business Meeting & 
Dirt Gardener Events 

Business Meeting 
Thursday, January 5, 10AM at the Rotary Clubhouse in 
Lew Howard Park, 7150 Baldwin Dam Rd, Folsom.  

Charlotte Owendyk – Rose Gardening and Pruning 
Expert 

Ms. Owendyk is the editor for the nationally recognized 
Rose Reflections newsletter of the Sacramento and Sierra 
Foothills Rose Societies. She has won numerous national 
awards for articles on roses and their care. Her talk will 
be Rose Care Made EASY with a focus on favorite easy-
care roses, general cultural guidelines, including “how to 
prune a rose in 3 minutes.” 

Dirt Gardener  
Thursday, January 19th 10AM, at Lew Howard Park, in 
the patio area. 

Let’s get ready for the annual Plant Sale by propagating 
our plants to share in April. We will learn the proper 
techniques for being successful propagators at this 
workshop. Bring your plants, pots, and soil. 
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Community Projects for 
January 2023 
—by Linda Kessemeier and Jessica Hodge 

Help Take Down Zoo Lights and 
Christmas Trees on Saturday,  
January 7, 2023 
9AM-12PM at the Folsom Zoo. Rain-out date 
is Saturday, January 21, 9M-12PM 
Sign up at the January 5 meeting for a fun 
time at the Zoo! 

Zoo Lights will be coordinated by Belinda 
Colville. Bring wire cutters if you can. 
Zoo Tree will be coordinated by Beth Wolfe 
and Margaret Claessen. 
Look for your leaders at the Zoo entrance at 
9AM. 

Here is our 2022 tree decorated with 
decoupaged ornaments with pictures of our 
Zoo animals as well as cute garden tools and 
tiny clay pots full of flowers. 

Twin Lakes Food Bank Garden 
Volunteer on Thursday, January 12 
and 26 
8AM-11AM at the Food Bank Garden behind 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 320 Montrose Dr, 
Folsom. There is always something fun to do 
and fun people to garden with. For 
information, call Jessica Hodge at 
916.205.3720 or email at 
jesshodge@comcast.net. The Food Bank 
Garden currently has enough leaves for 

compost. But the request will go out if the 
need arises. 
  
Rose Pruning at the Blue Star 
Memorial Folsom Garden Club Park on 
January 21 
10AM-1PM at the corner of Sibley and 
Natoma Streets. 

Come for a fun time of pruning roses and 
climbing ladders. Bring gloves and pruners 
(small and large) as well as small rakes for 
gathering up leaves. For information, call or 
email Jess Hodge at 916.205.3720 or 
jesshodge@comcast.net. 
  
Senior Care Bag Packing Party on 
Tuesday, November 29 

We had an 
amazing party 
at Belinda 
Colville’s 
home packing 
30 Senior 
Care Bags 
which were 
part of the 
600 bags 
delivered to home-bound seniors in the local 
area. Beth Wolfe’s ribbon roses were the talk 
of the delivery team! Look at the bag handles 
to see the various roses. 
  
CHIPS Toy and Twin Lakes Food Bank 
Food Donations at FGC December 
Meeting 

You all really knocked it “outta da park” for 
donations this year. I don’t know how many 
pounds of toys were donated, but my Ioniq 5 
had 333 POUNDS of donations in it to go to 
the Food Bank. Thank you for braving the rain 
and putting your goods in my car. I wish I had 
taken a picture… 

tel:916.205.3720
mailto:jesshodge@comcast.net
mailto:jesshodge@comcast.net
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Plant of the Month  
—by Rhonda DesVoignes 

Plant in my yard still blooming in January 
(Photo taken December 26, 2022) 

Geranium pyrenaicum "Bill Wallis"** 
Hardy geranium, or mountain cranesbill 

Zones 5 to 10, Sun to part shade. 
Likes rich soil, good for perennial borders, 
ground cover, rock gardens and containers 
and looks beautiful under yellow roses. 

My plant stays about 6-8 inches high and 
can get about 1 foot wide. Re-seeds easily 
and in some places is called invasive. Low 
water needs and is supposed to be deer and 
rabbit resistant. 

I first tried to grow this plant about 15 years 
ago. Bought one at the Sacramento Perennial 
Plant Club sale, came home and planted it 
and it just slowly died. I was very 
disappointed because all the ladies in the 
club talked about how beautiful their 
numerous plants were and how much they 
loved having "Bill Wallis" in their 
gardens. Looking back, I think I over watered 

and rotted it. Then, about 2 or 3 years ago 
one started growing in my front yard. I 
ignored it!!! Now, I have numerous plants 
and one is blooming right now at Christmas 
time. Seems like this geranium likes to do its 
own thing and grow someplace where I have 
disturbed the soil while working on other 
plants. It gets whatever water the drip is 
giving neighboring plants and once in a 
while I give it a spray with the hose. 

It has red stems with cute little scalloped 
leaves and tiny dark blue violet flowers the 
size of your thumbnail. I'm one of those 
gardeners who usually buys any plant with 
blue flowers, so I was very excited when 
some long dormant seeds came up all on 
their own. I'm going to continue pretending I 
don't see "Bill Wallis" growing in my garden 
and hope it keeps right on re-seeding in 
many more places. 

**Bill Wallis was a passionate British 
plantsman who set up The Useful Plant 
Company after his retirement in 1979. He 
chanced upon the original seedling in a 
neighbor’s garden, and it was named after 
him by Joe Sharman of Monksilver Nursery, 
who propagated the cultivar and launched it 
at the Chelsea Flower Show.

http://www.gardenersworld.com/forum/talkback/talkback-geranium-bill-wallis/144537.html
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Book Club 📚  
—by Lynn Emmick 

Book Club meets on Thursday January 12th at 10AM at Barnes & 
Noble due to the winter weather. The book: In Kiltumper: A Year in an 
Irish Garden, by Niall Williams. 

February 9th: The State of Wonder, by Ann Patchett.

January Birthdays 
  
Happy Birthday to all of our January-born members. 

Diane Sullivan 
Jan Dinen 
Wendy Blake 
Don Knott 
Bonnie McClain 
Sharron Anderson 
Faith Denis 
Julio Sazo 
Marilyn Starbuck 
Marge Cahill 
Jeannie Holler

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest 
—-by Diane Dillard  

As part of the CGCI state garden club’s Smokey Bear/Woodsy 
Owl poster contest, the Folsom Garden Club is conducting a club 
level poster contest this month. Club members can vote for their 
favorite poster for grades 1-5 at the January meeting. Please 
drop by the poster display to vote during the meeting break. 
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Ron Byrd’s 
Social Media 
Success Story  
Of all the photos of our December 
meeting we posted on our Facebook 
page, none, not the photos of the 
groaning tables loaded with 
scrumptious food, the beautiful table 
decorations, the cute pics of our 
members enjoying a good time, got 
the huge response that the photos of 
Ron Byrd’s bejeweled Christmas 
trees got. The photos were widely 
shared across Facebook (40 shares!) 
including many other garden clubs 
all across America. And then the 
Ron Byrd Christmas Tree post 
jumped over to Instagram thanks to 
the National Garden Clubs’ 
Instagram page where it’s garnered 
over 80 ❤ s since taking this 
screenshot. Wow! 

FGC T Shirt Available 
—by Diane Dillard 

I ordered a few extra garden club T shirts with the club logo. If anyone 
is interested in buying one, please contact me. I have a size medium 
and a large available. The T shirts are light turquoise. $12 each—the 
actual cost from Orangevale Copy. Contact me at 
ddillard2008@yahoo.com or call 916-988-3850.  

mailto:ddillard2008@yahoo.com
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They will be asking for a $5 donation to attend (for non rose society members).  
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Want More Garden Club?  

Check out our website: 
folsomgarden.org 

Sunshine! 🌞 🌞 🌞  

Gloria Hanson, our Sunshine Chairperson, 
wants to know: who needs some sunshine? If 
any club member is not feeling well, the club 
would like to reach out and send that 
member a get well card with words of 
support and encouragement. Whenever you 
hear of someone who’s feeling under the 
weather, please let Gloria know. Email 
Gloria at gloria_han@juno.com or call at 
916-988-6311 and leave a message.  

Amazon Smile! 😃 😃 😃  

Please add the club as your selected charity 
on Amazon Smile and use Amazon Smile 
when making purchases. Every little bit 
helps. 😄  

The Folsom Garden Club 
is a proud member of: 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. https://
gardenclub.org/  
Pacific Region Garden Clubs Inc. https://
pacificregiongardenclubs.org/  
California Garden Clubs Inc. https://
www.californiagardenclubs.com/  
Sacramento River Valley District https://
srvd.org/  

Check our their websites, newsletters, blogs, 
Facebook and Instagram pages, and 
YouTube channel for tons of great gardening 
information. 

The Last Word 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of the newsletter. Your contributions to the newsletter 
are always welcome. Stories, photos, poetry, news, help wanted, special requests—we’d love to see it, so 
please share.  

Check out the latest posts on our Facebook Page (@Folsom.Garden.Club). There’s a new post every 
day. If you have something you’d like posted on our Facebook Page, please send it to Kathy Bramall, 
contact information below. 

Submissions for the February 2023 newsletter are due on Saturday, January 28, 2023. 
Please send your submissions to Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor, via email or text.  

Email: kathyleslie2017@gmail.com 
Text: 916-365-7000 

mailto:kathyleslie2017@gmail.com
http://folsomgarden.org
mailto:gloria_han@juno.com
https://gardenclub.org/
https://gardenclub.org/
https://pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
https://pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
https://www.californiagardenclubs.com/
https://www.californiagardenclubs.com/
https://www.californiagardenclubs.com/
https://srvd.org/
https://srvd.org/
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