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JUNE 2021 NEWSLETTER  
President’s Message 
The month of June concludes the club year 2020-2021. Although an unprecedented year, we accomplished much:

• We endured the onslaught of shelter in place orders, cancelled 
business meetings and fear of getting sick.

• We updated the bylaws and standing rules to embrace technology 
with electronic voting, virtual meetings and online raffles.

• We held several plant/craft sales in spite of not being able to hold a 
garden tour for the public.

• We’ll participate in the Folsom Hometown Parade as one of our 
only events that we could do in person.

• The book club continued to meet during heat and cold.
• We attended two “members only” garden tours.
• We approved the purchase of the fabulous aprons and totes and had 

a very successful fundraiser with these items.
• We hosted four speakers during the Zoom meetings.
• Our membership count is at 134 and still growing.
• And we lost no members to COVID.

—Belinda

We’re Almost Back! 
  
Please plan to attend an in-person meeting on Thursday, June 3, 10AM to Noon, at Lew Howard Park. Although 
the Rotary Clubhouse is not yet open, we will meet at the pavilion in the park. For those who are new, the address is 
7150 Baldwin Dam Rd., Folsom. This is an outside venue with seating for up to 160.
 
We will have a speaker, Kifume Keppler, from Exotic Plants, who will bring items to sell. There will be a sound 
system available so everyone will be able to hear the speaker.
 
We will also have a potluck. Please bring your favorite dish to share. Note that we will not have access to a kitchen, 
so prepare as though it’s a picnic. Also, we will not be serving coffee or tea but you’re welcome to bring your own 
pre-made. The Board will supply plates, plasticware, cups and drinks. Restrooms are on the premises.
 
We have lots of fun things in store such as the Folsom Hometown Parade, voting on the Yearbook picture, and 
installation of officers. This is our last meeting before the summer break. Let’s make this a celebration.
 
Invite a guest, we have membership openings. Masks will be optional.

Est. 1934 1
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June Speaker/Dirt Gardener Event 
June 3rd In-Person Business Meeting, 10AM 
Creating Vertical Living Wall ArtWith Exotic Plants 

Guest Speaker—Kifume Keppler, Owner, Exotic Plants

For over 45 years, Exotic Plants has been bringing aesthetics, life and 
health into living and business spaces with extraordinary indoor plants. 
We are all familiar with Staghorn ferns being mounted on a wall, but did 
you know how to creatively mount succulents and ferns on cork bark to 
create a vertical, living plant “painting” of beautiful colors and textures? 
Kifumi Keppler, owner of Exotic Plants, will share this beautiful art 
form as an alternative way to display plants in our home or garden.

June 17th, Dirt Gardener Event 

You just can’t have too many lilies, can you?  

Let’s take a trip to the Amador Flower Farm & Nursery in Plymouth—22001 Shenandoah School Rd. Plymouth CA, 
to check out the latest blooms. I have been assured this is the month to see the variety offered by daylilies at this 
wonderful venue. We haven’t been there as a group since June 2017 and I can’t wait to get together. Pack a lunch for 
yourself and we will picnic under the heritage oaks. You can join a carpool by meeting at 9:15AM in the parking lot 
at California Family Fitness on the corner of East Bidwell and Oak Avenue Parkway in Folsom.

Our gardening best to you!

Your First Vice Presidents,

Janis Erickson -- 916-799-2140, Janis.erickson@sbcglobal.com
Beth Wolfe -- 916-606-3096, bewolfe@pacbell.net
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“Pack a lunch for yourself 
and we will picnic under 
the heritage oaks.“

“…did you know how to creatively 
mount succulents and ferns on cork 
bark to create a vertical, living plant 
‘painting’…” 

tel:916-799-2140
mailto:Janis.erickson@sbcglobal.com
tel:916-606-3096
mailto:bewolfe@pacbell.net
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Community Projects 
FGC Community Projects for June 
—by Linda Kessemeier and Jessica Hodge

Twin Lakes Food Bank Garden on Thursdays 

8AM-11AM at the Food Bank Garden behind Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 320 Montrose Dr, Folsom 
MASKS OPTIONAL

Twin Lakes Food Bank garden still needs help during the summer. Come on Thursdays (after June 3) for a Folsom 
Garden Club garden party. President Belinda Colville was digging up a storm in the onion patch this last Thursday. 
There are always new friends to meet, and there is always laughter and good stories. Come and enjoy the peaceful 
garden while learning new gardening tips.

For information, call Jessica Hodge at 916.205.3720 or email at jesshodge@comcast.net.
Register with Twin Lakes Food Bank here: Sign up.  
Or go to the TLFB website at https://www.twinlakesfoodbank.org/ and go to How to Help, then Volunteer. 
Or just come to the TLFB Garden behind Mt Olive Lutheran Church. See you there!

Stay tuned for the Folsom Community Service Day 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 all over Folsom. We’ll find a good gardening project for FGC. More details in 
September.

Happy summer and enjoy gardens far and near! 
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“There are always new friends to 
meet, and there is always laughter and 
good stories.”

https://signup.com/go/JmkVzjB


Folsom Garden Club June  1, 2021

Plants Of The Month 
—by Rhonda DesVoignes 

Greg Gayton from Green Acres Nursery & Supply has donated three perennial plants for our June raffle.
 
#1.  Achillea "Little Moonshine Yarrow" - Full sun, 9-12 inches high and 
10-12 inches wide. Low water, canary yellow flowers summer to fall, 
attracts butterflies. Zones 4-8. Petite variety of old fashioned yarrow, 
gray-green foliage and would like a little protection from afternoon heat 
in Zone 9. Deer and rabbits are supposed to ignore this plant.
 

#2.  Euphorbia "Miner's Merlot" - Full sun to light shade, moderate 
watering. Compact variety growing to 2 feet high with dark burgundy new 
foliage that changes to dark green with age. Evergreen and hardy to 0 
degrees F. Lime green "flowers" look striking against the dark foliage. 
Good in mixed border or pot.
 

#3.  Calibrachoa "Tropical Sunrise Million Bells" - Grows to 6-12 inches 
high and spreads to 12-24 inches wide. Yellow/pink/red streaked flowers 
from spring to fall. Part sun to full sun, winter hardy to 20-30 degrees F. 
Never needs dead heading. Likes regular fertilizing, and good drainage if 
planted in ground. Perfect "spiller" for a pot. Just take scissors and shape 
it up if it starts looking scraggly in August, then it should bloom right 
until frost.
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Grant Stories—Overcoming The Pandemic  
—by Jennie Lewis

MURER HOUSE FOUNDATION 
 
In November 2019, a grant was issued to the Murer House 
Foundation for $1,201. The original plan was to purchase a green 
house and build a potting bench.  
 
However, the pandemic restrictions caused a rethinking of the 
original plan. Because there were prolonged absences of workers 
during the COVID restrictions, it was realized that a green house 
would not work since it would require volunteers to be present to 
check plants and temperature as well as to water.  
 
For this reason, the Folsom Garden Club approved a project 
extension to May 1, 2021, and the scope of work was modified to 
include only the potting bench as well as the purchase of garden 
supplies for the new potting bench and the on site garden.  
 
One of the garden volunteers, who is also a contractor, built the new 
potting bench, which is ADA compatible, if needed. It has an ADA 
compatible side table that can be used. The grant was used to 
purchase the materials to build the bench as well as gloves for the 
volunteers, a hoe, an all terrain garden 
wagon, storage bins, and clay pots for 
propagation.  
 

KUDOs to our own Rhonda Des Voignes, who wears another hat as the Murer House 
Garden Projects Coordinator, for overcoming the obstacles and completing the grant 
project.

SANDRA J. GALLARDO ELEMENTARY 
 
In November 2019, a grant was issued to Sandra J. Gallardo Elementary for $1,500. The grant was awarded to finish a 
green house structure that was initiated by the Folsom High School Architecture Club. The finish work was 
necessary to assure that the structure was safe for children and durable. The green house will be used to extend the 
garden growing season and will house many classroom science projects.  
 
However, the pandemic restrictions caused a problem because the original plan was to use Eagle Scouts to complete 
the project. For this reason, the Folsom Garden Club approved a project extension to May 31, 2021. The Eagle 
Scouts couldn’t participate due to the Covid restrictions. Instead, staff and a couple of parent volunteers came in on 
weekends so the work was completed slower than anticipated. A new roof and flooring has been installed. New 
shelving has also been installed and paint applied.
 
KUDOs to Gallardo Elementary for overcoming the obstacles and completing the grant project.  
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ST. JOHN NOTRE DAME SCHOOL (SJND) 

In November 2019, a grant was issued to SJND School for $1,000. The grant was awarded to repair the existing 
garden’s irrigation system, purchase child size garden equipment and plants/seeds. The grant was also used to 
purchase books to enhance the children’s learning experience in the garden. Decomposed granite was purchased and 
installed to refresh the garden pathways.
 
The pandemic restrictions caused a problem because the school was closed for several months. For this reason, the 
Folsom Garden Club approved a project extension to May 31, 2021. With the extension, SJND staff and volunteers 
completed work once they were given access to the garden again.  
 
KUDOs to SJND School for overcoming the obstacles and completing the grant project.

Book Club 
Hello Garden Club Readers,

Meet on the second Thursday of the month at 10AM, Lew Howard Park, and join in on a garden-themed book club.

June 10th—The Forbidden Garden, by Ellen Herrick
July 8th—The Honey Bus, by Meredith May
August 12—The Heirloom Garden, by Viola Shipman

Beat-the-heat and meet at 10AM, bring your lawn chair and 👒 !
See you!  😎

Warmly,

Lynn Emmick 

Est. 1934 6
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Awards Update 
—by Diane Dillard

I am proud to announce that the Folsom Garden Club has won two awards. The Folsom 
Garden Club submitted three California State Garden Club (CGCI) award 
applications last fall for the 2020 awards year. This award period covers club activities 
and events conducted from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. Any CGCI garden 
club and/or member may participate. CGCI consists of about 300+ clubs statewide 
and offers over 50 different awards in various categories. We are competing with 
several other clubs in the state for these awards.   

The first award is 2nd place for the #18 Ways & Means award. This award recognizes 
the most unique, unusual and creative way to raise funds. We applied for this award to be 
recognized for our successful fund raiser last fall when we held a craft sale at the Folsom Farmer's Market. A check 
has been received for $15. Hooray!!!  

The second award is 3rd place for the #52 Social Media award. This award recognizes the work on any social 
media page including Facebook and Instagram. We applied for this award to showcase our club's Facebook page 
managed by Kathy Bramall with technical support provided by Cathy Vollmer. This is the first year for this new 
award. We have received a check for $25. Way to go!!! What is more exciting is that this same application was 
submitted by CGCI to the Pacific Region for its award program and it also won 2nd place for the region's #16a 
iv - Facebook award. While the Pacific Region does not provide monetary awards, it's great to know that our 
club's Facebook page has received this special recognition. Good work Kathy and Cathy!!! If you have not done so 
already, please Like our club's Facebook page and respond with a Like when you read the posts. This page helps get 
the word out about our club's activities and events. And please share the information when you can to increase our 
reach in the community.

The club hopes to hear soon on its third application for the #10 Blue Ribbon Certificate of Achievement 
award. This award is given to each garden club in recognition in its completion of various activities and in meeting 
CGCI program objectives during the 2020 calendar year. We hope to receive the final results soon.

If any member is interested in learning more about the CGCI awards program and its individual and club awards, 
please click on this link which takes you to the CGCI awards website. For more information, please contact Diane 
Dillard at 916-988-3850 or ddillard2008@yahoo.com. Awards | California Garden Clubs

@ The Folsom Library  
Looking for some gardening-related reading material? There’s plenty at the 
Folsom Library. Here’s one to check out.

Library Director Lori Easterwood says:

“Folsom likes this book so much that we (Folsom Public Library) just bought a 
fresh copy to replace our worn one. Find it on the shelves now or place a hold 
to learn about de-lawning your yard or just reducing the lawn’s footprint.”
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Members’ Corner 
⬅  Mary Lou Phelps sent this photo from our May 20th Dirt Gardener tour of member 
gardens. There’s many more photos of this event on our Facebook page, sent by Mary Lou and 
Cathy Vollmer—be sure to check them out.

Cathy Vollmer took a series of wildflower photos from around Folsom Lake. Check out 

Facebook to see them all. ⬇

Posters and information for events and fun activities were sent to us by 
Rhonda DesVoignes, Elvia Triki, and Diane Dillard.
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June, July & August Birthdays  
Birthday wishes in triplicate to our June, July, and August birthday bunch who’ll be 
celebrating their special days over the summer months,

June

Patty Bickel, YK Chalamcherla, Ceil Cutler, Carol Des Voigne, Debra Field, Joy 
Greene, Bonnie Miller, Cyndi Murdoch, Diana Northup, Nancy Terry, Elvia Triki, 
Teri VanAirsdale, and Cathy Vollmer.

July

Dorette Carlson, Belinda Colville, Kim Harris, Beverly Jerauld, Beverly Judy, Mary Ann Pancheri, Robin Renwick, 
Nina Sanders, Jo Segovia, Pamela Smith, and and Leslie Wrathen.

August

Ron Byrd, Carol Hamilton, Karen Hart, Suzanne Jordan, Kay 
Hilscher Thompson, Andie Kerwin, Lyle Peddicord, Dennis Stefani, 
Les Tussing, Josie VanSacker, and Shirley Yu. 

Last Word 
Happy Summer! The newsletter goes on hiatus for July and August, but will return, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, in 
September. 

Thanks to our May Zoom meeting speakers from the Sacramento Botanical Garden.

Thank you to everyone who’s contributed to the June newsletter, and to all the newsletters during this crazy year. 
Belinda’s message really underscores how hard work and dedication got us through this year. And we did all it all 
while wearing masks and socially distancing!

Submissions for the September newsletter are due by August 28th. You can text or email them to: Kathy Bramall, 
kathyleslie2017@gmail.com, 916-365-7000. 
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“Age may wrinkle the face,  
but lack of enthusiasm 

wrinkles the soul.” 
—Danish Proverb 
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Our [award winning 😁 ] Facebook page is NOT going on vacation, so you can keep up with club news and 
gardening tidbits all summer long. You can send something to be posted on our Facebook page to Kathy Bramall (see 
contact information on page 9). If your vegetable or flower garden has a banner year, send us a photo—we’d all love 
to see what you’re growing this summer. Cool vacation photo? Yes, please share. And if you visit any botanical 
gardens while you’re on vacation, take photos and please please please share!

“When all else fails, take a vacation.”  
―Betty Williams 

June Club Calendar

June 3, 10AM Lew Howard Park Pavilion Monthly Meeting/
Potluck

Speaker: Kifume Keppler, 
How To Create A Vertical 
Living Plant Painting

June 10, 8AM Twin Lakes Food Bank Community Project Planting & Harvesting 

June 10, 10AM Lew Howard Park Book Club The Forbidden Garden, by 
Ellen Herrick

June 17, 8AM Twin Lakes Food Bank Community Project Planting & Harvesting

June 17th, 9:15AM carpool 
departure 

Carpool: CA Family Fitness 
parking lot @ E Bidwell & 
Oak Ave

Dirt Gardener Amador Flower Farm & 
Nursery, Plymouth CA

June 24, 8AM Twin Lakes Food Bank Community Project Planting & Harvesting
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