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MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER  
President’s Message  
During the weeks ending February and leading up 
to March, the weather changed so frequently. It’s 
difficult to plan in advance what to do so I played 
it by ear a lot. The soil is still too cold to plant a 
summer garden so I’m appreciating the last of the 
winter days and the winter garden.
 
I’m so excited that we’re going to have our plant 
sale at the Murer House on Saturday, April 24th 
and Sunday, 25th. We’ll set up the plant sale on 
Friday, April 23rd. We’re also inviting crafters to 
bring their wares. Now it’s time to ask for 
volunteers to help with the plant sale. Who’s 
interested? Send me an email to let me know which 
days you would like to contribute your time.
 
What means of propagation are you following? 
What are you contributing to the plant sale? Are 
you starting succulents from leaves? Those are 
great sellers. Are you starting summer vegetables 
from seed? April is a great month for people to 
start a summer garden. Are you starting trees from 
cuttings? Those are good sellers, too. Whatever 
you’re doing, everything contributes.
 
We had our first virtual Dirt Gardener event with 
Greg Gayton from Green Acres. It was so much 
fun to catch up with Greg. And we received so 
many accolades. Thanks to Janis Erickson and 
Lynn Faulk for putting the Dirt Gardener event 
together. If you weren’t able to attend, it was 
recorded. Even those who didn’t attend and 
watched the recording sent accolades.
 
Lynn Faulk asked to step down from the position of First Vice President in March. I’m sad that she is leaving the 
Board and happy that we have a co-VP, Janis Erickson. Beth Wolfe will help Janis for the remainder of the club year. 
Thank you, Lynn, for your service these past few years. Did you know that Lynn led the Garden Tour as Second Vice 
President in 2018? Then went into the First Vice President position for the club year 2019 for the next two terms. 
Thanks again, Lynn, and welcome, Beth.

—Belinda
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Upcoming Dirt Gardener Event and Meeting Speaker 
—by Beth Wolfe and Janis Erickson 

Dirt Gardener Event On March 18th 

Greetings Folsom Garden Club Members! 

We are pleased to announce that our next Dirt Gardner Event will 
be on March 18 at 10AM, at the Murer House. A special guided 
tour will be conducted by FGC’s Rhonda DeVoignes, Murer 
House’s Cindy Baker, and a number of docent volunteers at the 
Murer House. Walk back through history with Rhonda and Cindy 
as you explore the Murer House and historical grounds.  

Life is budding as plants sense the coming Spring, and many 
volunteers have done a beautiful job preparing the grounds for 
guests. As you meander along the paths you will be introduced to 
the original Guiseppe Murer ranch buildings as well as ancient and 
new plantings. We will also get to see results of FGC’s grants 
provided over the years to improve the function and beauty of one 
of Folsom’s local jewels. A new Bocce Ball court and outdoor Pizza 
Oven are on the tour, so expect to get a delicious Pita Bread treat 
baked in the wood fired pizza oven!

We’re sure you will gain a whole new appreciation of the Murer House, and we look forward to seeing you there!
Please sign up by emailing either Janis or Beth so we can assure enough tastes of fresh baked Pita Bread and 
coordinate safety at this event

Speaker for the April 1 Zoom Meeting 

How many times have you had those familiar aches and pains from a vigorous day gardening? I have, and wish that 
there was a way to spring back without the painful reminder that gardening is not for the meek! Well, we hope to 
have a treat for you! We are working with a trainer to develop a presentation on “Making the Right Moves” while 
tackling your garden projects!  Let’s all learn what moves are best, so we can continue gardening with ease!

Our gardening best to you!

Your First Vice Presidents,

Janis Erickson
916-799-2140
Janis.erickson@sbcglobal.com

Beth Wolfe
916-606-3096
bewolfe@pacbell.net
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March Community Projects 
—by Linda Kessemeier and Jessica Hodge

Murer House Garden on Tuesday March 9 

10AM-12PM at the Murer House, 1125 Joe Murer Ct, Folsom
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

Would you like to plant a lovely bathtub like this for Spring 2021? Come to the 
Murer House and help make a beautiful planter. We’ll also plant lavender and 
gladiolus bulbs. For information, call Jessica Hodge at 916-205-3720 or email at 
jesshodge@comcast.net.

Twin Lakes Food Bank Garden Volunteer on Thursdays, March 11 and 25 

8AM-11AM at the Food Bank Garden behind Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 
320 Montrose Dr, Folsom
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

Come join us for a great morning of harvesting the most amazing spinach, 
lettuce, peas, collard greens and more! Then we have fun planting seeds and 
starts in the garden for more produce. For information, call Jessica Hodge at 
916-205-3720 or email at jesshodge@comcast.net.

Register with Twin Lakes Food Bank here: 
 https://signup.com/go/JmkVzjB  

Gladys’ Garden on Saturday March 27 

10AM-1PM at the Gladys’ Garden, 812 Comstock Dr, Folsom
MASKS ARE REQUIRED

If you haven’t been to Gladys’ Garden recently, come and see the new irrigation 
and beds that have been refurbished. We’ll do some general cleanup and a bit of 
pruning. For information, call Jessica Hodge at 916-205-3720.
  
Updates from the FGC Blue Star Rose Garden on Saturday February 27 

Dianna Leight, Lynn Faulk and Jessica Hodge did a bit of fertilizing and mulching at the Rose Garden. The roses are 
looking pretty fine with their nice pruning, and now with their alfalfa and mineral treat, those roses will be real stars.
We had an interesting chat with the Folsom Police who took the picture to the left. No—we did not get a citation 
for disorderly conduct although there were lots of laughs as we worked in the garden.
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Book Club 
—by Lynn Emmick

Folsom Garden Club Book Club will meet on Thursday, March 11th at 11AM at Lew 
Howard Park.  

Month of March pick: The Murmur of Bees, by Sofia Segovia. To those who read all 460 
pages, an award will be given.

All are welcome. Bring your mask and your own chair.  

April 8 - The Victory Garden by Rhys Bowen
May 13- The Education of a Gardener by Russell Page
June 10 - The Forbidden Garden by Ellen Herrick

Nominations 
—by Dianna Leight

We are formally announcing that nominations from the membership are now being accepted for Folsom Garden 
Club Officers and Board positions for the upcoming year 2021-2022. A number of our current officers have indicated 
their willingness to serve for another year due to the unusual circumstances of this past year and we are very grateful 
to them for carrying us through this past year. If you are personally interested in any position or wish to nominate 
someone who agrees that they would be willing to serve, please notify either Cathy Kitts at 916-201-0757 or Dianna 
Leight at 916-205-5778. Thanks, Nominating Committee

Facebook Administration Update 
At our February Zoom meeting, we asked for a volunteer to assist with the administration of the FGC Facebook 
page. Many, many thanks to Cathy Vollmer for taking on the role of technical administrator. She’s already been hard 
at work updating our page’s information. Kathy Bramall will continue to serve as the content administrator.

Plant And Craft Sale Advertising  
The Orinda Garden Club has been posting lovely and ever-so-tempting photographs to their Facebook page to 
advertise their upcoming plant sale. What a great way to advertise a plant sale, and something we could do to 
advertise our own plant sale. So please, when the plants you are growing for the April plant sale reach their 
photogenic peak, snap a photo and send it with the name and a brief description to Kathy Bramall, 
kathyleslie2017@gmail.com or text 916-365-7000. Crafters too, please send photos of your craft items for our 
Facebook page.
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Plant(s) Of The Month 
—by Rhonda DesVoignes

Libertia peregrinans - Also called New Zealand Iris or Orange Libertia

Perennial for Zones 8-11, grows 18 to 24 inches tall and wide in full sun or part shade. 
Olive green sword like foliage with orange or coppery stripes that get darker in cold. 
Blooms are iris like clusters of white blossoms in late spring/early summer. Likes moist 
well drained soil but can take some drought and often grown in gravel and rock 
gardens. Spreads slowly by rhizomes, is good next to a pool, and grows excellently in a 
pot. Good growing companions are frothy flowered plants like Lady's Mantle, Catmint 
or plants with lots of orange flowers to draw attention to the strappy foliage. Looks 
really good planted in a spot back lit by the sun. Some garden club members may 
already have this plant as Adrienne and David Coolidge brought many potted 
specimens to one of our early plant sales.
 

  
Daphne odora marginata - Winter Daphne 

Slow growing evergreen shrub grows four feet tall and wide at maturity in Zones 7 to 9.  
Native to China. Clusters of pinkish white super fragrant flowers bloom February to April. 
Likes dappled shade and protection from hot afternoon sun. Needs excellent drainage, and 
moist soil and resents transplanting. Good plant for North and East facing side of house. 
Companions could be camellias or taller Japanese Maples. Often planted in pots on a patio 
or as a foundation plant.
 

Seed Packet - Red Cherry Sweet Peppers

Start peppers from seed now to transplant into the garden for summer. This pepper 
grows well in a container. Small peppers look like cherries and can be used on shish 
kebob skewers or stuffed with cheese and roasted for an appetizer. Can be eaten when 
green or ripened to brilliant red color for full flavor.  
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Members’ Corner 
Nina Sanders sent us this historic photo of our club’s first Zoom meeting. And Ruth Stark sent us this historic photo 
of the host of our first Zoom meeting.

Diane Dillard recommends: Open Gardens Day at Martha’s Gardens, an urban farm in Newcastle, Saturday March 
6th from 10AM to 3PM. They will be celebrating what would have been Martha’s 100th birthday. The address: 2925 
Brennan’s Road, Newcastle. Additional information is available on their Facebook page.

Diane also sent us the following information:

A  link about perennials:

https://homeaddict.io/40-perennials-for-the-best-summer-garden/ 
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Cathy Vollmer sent this photo and said, “My first itty-bitty blooms on my 
Japanese Andromeda. 😍  ”This is Pieris Japonica "Temple Bells." 😍

March Birthdays  
We wish our March birthday gang many happy returns of the day. 

Marty Andis
Judy Greenalch
Karen Johnson
Jill Maguire
Denise Martinez 
Debra Real
Joyce Roderick
Pat Rowell
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The more you 
praise and 
celebrate your life, 
the more there is 
in life to celebrate. 
—Oprah Winfrey
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The Last Word 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to the March newsletter—we have wonderful articles this month, and the 
Members’ Corner section is full of the best stuff ! Your contributions are always welcome. Submissions for the April 
newsletter are due on March 27th. Send submissions for the newsletter (or the Facebook page) to:

Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor 
Text: 916-365-7000
Email: kathyleslie2017@gmail.com 

Stay current with club happenings: visit our website, folsomgarden.org and our Facebook page too. 

“May your blessings outnumber 

The Shamrocks that grow. 

And may trouble avoid you 

Wherever you go.” 

—UNKNOWN

March Club Calendar

March 4 10AM Zoom Monthly Meeting Our speaker, Master Gardener 
Pam Bone, discusses 
fertilizing

March 9 10AM Murer House Community Project Planting

March 11 8AM Twin Lakes Food Bank Community Project Harvesting and planting

March 11 11AM Lew Howard Park Book Club The Murmur of Bees by Sofia 
Segovia

March 18 10AM Murer House Dirt Gardener Tour—sign ups required

March 25 8AM Twin Lakes Food Bank Community Project Harvesting and planting 

March 27 10AM Gladys’ Garden Cleanup and pruning 
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