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JANUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER  
President’s Message 
Hope your holidays were enjoyable and here’s hope for a brighter, healthier new year.
 
We will not be able to meet in person in January. However, starting with the February meeting on the 4th, 
we will meet via video conference, Zoom. The 
club will have to purchase a professional 
version of the tool. We’ve cancelled the rental 
for the Rotary Club and will redirect those 
funds to purchasing Zoom.
 
We’ll have some business items to cover in the 
first meeting: reviewing and approving the 
budget, recommendations on the garden tour 
for 2021, updates to the yearbook, etc. We also 
may have a speaker. This will be our first 
attempt at video conferencing so it may be 
rocky at first, but we’ll get used to it. We hope 
to have a dry run before the date of the 
meeting. Watch for more details as the date 
gets closer.

The contributions you made to the Senior 
Bags and the Food Bank were overwhelming. 
We donated 30 bags to seniors in need in 
Folsom and over $500 to the Twin Lakes Food 
Bank.
 
I hope you have stayed connected with your 
family, friends and community during these 
last few months. I’ve done so mainly through 
outside activities. I can’t wait to see you all in 
person and hear how you managed through 
these last few months. We’ll meet in person, 
again, when it’s safe to do so. With several 
new members in the club, we’re all anxious to 
see old friends and welcome new friends.

—Belinda
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FGC Community Projects for December and January 
—by Linda Kessemeier and Jessica Hodge

Special Project for Folsom Senior Care Bags 

Your help with the Folsom Senior Care Bag Project resulted in a very big 
success! There were 672 bags delivered to 5 low income assisted living 
facilities, 6 mobile home parks, 3 Veteran groups in Folsom and Rancho 
Cordova in honor of Ernie Sheldon, and 47 residents in their homes. And 
there were well over 500 volunteers that added light for our seniors during 
this dark time. To see a short video of the amazing event, check our 
website under theWhat We Do and/or Community Projects sections. It 
was also posted to our Facebook page on December 30th and you can view 
it there as well—it’s guaranteed to lift your spirits. (The picture is of 
delivery of various bags.)

Twin Lakes Food Bank Garden Volunteer on Thursdays, January 14 and 28 

8AM-11AM at the Food Bank Garden behind Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 320 Montrose Dr, Folsom 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED

Come for some winter some gardening fun at the Food Bank garden. There is always something fun to do and fun 
people to garden with. For information, call Jessica Hodge at 916.205.3720 or email at jesshodge@comcast.net.

Register with Twin Lakes Food Bank here: Sign up

Prune Roses at Folsom Garden Club Park on Saturday, January 23 

10AM-1PM at the Folsom Garden Club Park, 1105 Natoma St, Folsom at the corner of Sibley and Natoma Streets

MASKS ARE REQUIRED

Don’t know how to prune roses? Come on down and learn! Bring 
gloves, pruners if you have them, rakes, and be ready for fun. For 
information, call Jessica Hodge at 916.205.3720 or email at 
jesshodge@comcast.net.
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“Bring gloves, pruners if you have 
them, rakes, and be ready for fun.” 

https://signup.com/go/JmkVzjB
mailto:jesshodge@comcast.net
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January 2021 Plant of the Month 
—by Rhonda DesVoignes

I’m going to start back up with the Plant Of The Month for 2021. The feature will be in the monthly newsletter 
until we can start meeting in person again.
 

I have decided to do Roses for January’s plant. This photo 
is a bouquet of roses I cut from my yard on December 31st. 
How can you not like a plant that is still blooming in the 
middle of winter? And now is the time to cut the poor little 
guys back to nubs!  If you are a “rosarian” you know all 
about pruning, fertilizing, and other rose requirements. You 
also know they are a pretty tough plant. 

For those of you who don’t grow roses, maybe this will be 
the year to try one. There are so many varieties: big roses, 
little mini roses, climbing roses, ground cover roses, fragrant 
roses, antique and rare roses, hedge roses covered in thorns, 
roses that have one bloom time in spring that are absolutely 
covered in flowers, and roses that pretty much have flowers 
all year long. So, what’s not to like? Local nurseries are 
stocking up on their bare root roses now, and catalogs are 
being sent in the mail. If you have a lot of time to 
spare…..Google roses. There are some websites and mail 
order companies that have the most beautiful rose photos 
you have ever seen. (Remember, I warned you.)
 

If you need some pruning pointers and other rose information, check 
out www.sactorose.com. BaldoVillegas, Orangevale rose expert, has links 
to most everything you could need to know. If you want to get hands-on 
training, watch for pruning day for the Folsom Garden Club’s Rose 
Garden on Natoma Street. The Murer House will also be pruning roses 
on Tuesdays during the first few weeks of January. And the Sacramento 
rose gardens at the Capitol and McKinley Park are certainly worth a 
visit.
 

Photo of the Murer House rose garden on January 3rd. 
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“How can you not like a plant 
that is still blooming in the 
middle of winter?” 

http://www.sactorose.com/
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Member News 
Joy Greene has returned from Idaho, and is back at her home in Folsom. She sends New Year greetings to everyone. 
Joy would love to hear from her garden club friends and welcomes your phone calls. Joy’s contact information is in 
the Yearbook.

The Membership Committee sent these membership updates:

Nancy Bishoff 's correct address is 665 Bonley Ct
Lynn Newquist's correct email is lanewquist@yahoo.com
Sharon Vestal moved to PA
Dianna Leight no longer has a landline; her cell is 916--205-5778

• Currently, we have 123 members. Here are the new members we have 
welcomed as of today:

1.  Bonnie Miller sbjmiller@sbcglobal.net
2.  Kay Thompson kaytyhugs@hotmail.com
3.  Pamela Smith pamarama_smith@att.net
4.  Jeannie Holler jeannieholler126@att.net
5.  Kim Harris kimannette@sbcglobal.net
6.  Marla Chase mchase1@att.net

• We received the sad news that former club member Joan McArdle died on  
January 1st. She was a garden club member for many years and helped 
with the garden tour for as long as she was able. Joan was 84. At this time 
we have no further information, however, cards may be sent to her 
husband, Jim McArdle, at 9906 Valley Pines Dr. Folsom, 95630.

Book Club 
—by Lynn Emmick 

Hello Ladies,

The January book club discussion meeting is suspended. It might be like this for a few more months because of the 
Covid contagion situation. Come Spring we might get the free-and-clear to meet again, and you will get notice.  

On the lighter side, we do have a new book list for 2021. You will receive discussion questions on the book club day 
for your interest.  

Stay positive. Just don’t TEST positive ☺ .

Warmly,
Lynn
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January Birthdays  
Best wishes to our January birthday bunch:

Sharron Anderson
Nancy Bischoff 
Marge Cahill 
Faith Denis
Jeannie Holler 
Bonnie McClain
Julio Sazo
Marilyn Starbuck
Diane Sullivan

The Last Word 
Many thanks to all our newsletter contributors. Isn’t it great to have Plant of the Month back? Thank you Rhonda! 

Stay in touch with FGC. Check out our website: folsomgarden.org. And Like and Follow us on our Facebook too: 
Folsom Garden Club.

Your contributions—articles, garden photos, news, etc.—are always welcome. Submissions for the February 
newsletter are due January 30th. You can submit by email or text to: Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor, 
Email: kathyleslie2017@gmail.com, Text: 916-365-7000

“I need my friends, I need my house, I need my garden.” 
Miranda Richardson
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“Age is a case of 
mind over matter.   
If you don’t mind,    
it don’t matter.”
— Satchel Paige

http://folsomgarden.org
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miranda_Richardson
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