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MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER  
President’s Message 

As I move through this weekend of what would have been the annual garden tour and look at the plants 
that I was planning to donate to the plant sale, I’m still sad. But six or seven hours in the garden as I 
transplanted and refreshed those little plants made me feel better. And what a beautiful weekend it would 
have been.
 
So, let’s move on. What are you doing to 
entertain yourselves? School is still in session for 
me, although online. I’m taking an illustration 
class this semester. The latest assignment is to 
draw an illustration for a book cover for Lord of 
the Flies. When was the last time you read Lord of 
the Flies? It turns out, I have a copy in my 
bookshelves that must have been my husband’s. 
He was an English major in college. The book 
was badly yellowed, the binding was failing, and 
the pages were brittle which shows how old it is. 
It was still a good read. Now onto the mind 
engaging project of illustrating a book cover.
 
The board has been meeting, discussing the 
possibilities of a festival or fair when the shelter in place order is lifted. We’re talking about including a 
plant sale, craft and art sale, refreshment stand, a raffle and more. Watch for more news on that front.

 Stay safe and stay healthy…Belinda

Help and Helping 
The question has been asked: are there members who need help? Shopping, doctor’s visits, etc.? If 
someone has lost their job, is there some way we can help? If folks are lonely and want a call/email/text, 
would you be willing to reach out to them? We’d need volunteers—people who can shop, drive around, be 
that voice on the phone. And, in addition to asking if anyone needs help, we need a point of contact to 
match up the helpers with the helpees. Will anyone volunteer to coordinate this? If you’re interested in 
coordinating, please contact Belinda Colville.
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Dance in the Rain 
—by Kathy Baker 

Hello good friends, 

This message of inspiration was not easy to write. I kept asking myself if it was possible to inspire when 
Covid-19 has turned our world upside down. The answer is yes.

It starts with giving thanks to our everyday heroes, doctors, nurses, and first responders putting 
themselves and their loved ones in harm’s way to keep the rest of us safe and healthy. It means giving 
thanks to our educators who work with harried parents to keep our youth educated until schools reopen. 
It means recognizing everyone's efforts who are working from home, staying home, honoring social 
distancing, doing their part to slow the spread of the virus. And it means keeping in our hearts and 
prayers those who have lost a loved one to this virus.

Staying inspired, encouraged and strong is not always easy during dark and frightening times, but it is 
critical to our emotional well being. One of my favorite quotes is from Vivian Greene..."Life is not about 
waiting for the storm to pass, it's about learning how to dance in the rain."

• Staying Strong. "The test ahead of you is never greater than the 
strength within you. Tough times don't test our character, they 
reveal it.”

• Self Indulgence. Enjoy 'do-nothing days.' It keeps things in 
perspective. Maybe the only task that needs your attention that 
day is finishing a bag of M&M's, a bowl of ice cream, or enjoying a 
nice glass of wine. 

• Stay Connected. Use text, email, Zoom, Facebook, send a meme, 
all easy ways to stay in touch with family and friends. "Words can 
go where arms, hugs, and hearts can't."

• Humor. This from Laura Ingalls Wilder, "A good laugh overcomes 
more difficulties and dissipates more dark clouds than any other 
one thing. If something is funny, laugh, seize the opportunity to 
escape the situation, even for a few seconds, and welcome the 
relief."

• And finally...Love and Hope, they are the bookends of life that remind us to be grateful for all we have, 
that we are never alone, that human kindness is contagious, that we are surrounded by heroes, that the 
birds will always sing and the flowers will always bloom.

We did not choose this journey, it chose us. We are in this together, united and strong, and together we 
will weather the storm, but it will be much easier to do if, along the way, we remember to dance in the 
rain.
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Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, 
it's about learning how to dance in the rain.
—Vivian Greene
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GRANTS COMMITTEE UPDATE 
—by Jennie Lewis
 
In November 2019, Folsom Garden Club awarded 
$13,000 to twelve recipients. The awards were made 
to several schools and non profits that serve the City 
of Folsom. Eight of the grants awarded were to 
schools, with one Eagle Scout project that was to 
build compost bins at one of Folsom’s elementary 
schools. We also awarded funding to Twin Lakes 
Food Bank Garden, Murer House, and Folsom Zoo.
 
The pandemic (COVID 19) has impacted the 
awardees’ ability to fully complete their projects. As 
you are aware, school campuses have been closed and 
volunteers are unable to support the projects because 
of the social distancing guidelines as well as the 
closures. Under normal circumstances, the awardees’ 
must complete their projects by October 1, 2020 and 
report their interim progress by May 1, 2020.  
 
For this reason, the Grants Committee has contacted all the awardees to offer to extend their projects so 
that they may be completed. In this way, we are continuing to support the Club’s motto and these very 
important projects that support the City of Folsom and their citizens.  
 
To date, we have extended one project, and requests have been made for the form and approval process 
for an extension because there are other awardees who anticipate needing more time to complete their 
projects. We will know more when the May 1 interim reports are filed. The Club is prepared to support 
the completion of all the projects since no grants will be issued in 2020-21 because this year’s garden tour 
was cancelled due to the pandemic.  

Masks 
—Content and photos contributed by Jessica Hodge

Do you need a mask? Jessica Hodge and Lynn Faulk are willing 
to make masks for members. Jessica says, “We have flower 
fabric that is just singing to be used!” The picture of the mask 
back shows a pocket to put another layer of protection, like a 
coffee filter, paper towel, etc. Washing instructions: hot water 
wash. Rinse in whatever. All fabrics have been washed in hot 
water before assembling. Iron if you want to flatten pleats. 
Contact Jessica or Lynn. Also, if other members are making 
masks and would be willing to share, please let Jessica and 
Lynn know.
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Can You Help Our Neighbors Up 
The Hill? 
The El Dorado Assistance League has a garden tour the 
week after ours. Like us, their tour was cancelled. They 
have a winter fund raiser and currently they are seeking 
homeowners in El Dorado county to participate. If you are 
interested, or know someone who might be, please pass on 
the message below:

Decorate your home for the Christmas holidays? Assistance 
League® Sierra Foothills is searching for beautifully 
decorated homes for their Homes for the Holidays 
Fundraiser, December 5 & 6.  If you would like to share 
your home in the El Dorado County area please contact 
Debbie McClenahan. Every ticket sold ($25) will give a 
child in need the opportunity to shop for a new jacket, a 
new pair of shoes or a new outfit for school. http://
www.assistanceleague.org/sierra-foothills

Gardens Gone Native 
Garden Tour 
Due to the Covid-19 shelter-in-place order, the 2020 Gardens 
Gone Native Garden Tour is being converted to an online 
Virtual Tour. Images of the gardens that were scheduled for 
this year's live tour, along with garden descriptions, will be 
available on April 25, 2020, and thereafter on our website. No 
registration is required. Click here beginning on April 25 to 
access the tour. 

We regret that the in-person tour will not be 
able to move forward, but our primary 
concern is the health and safety of our 
wonderful tour supporters. We wish you all 
good health and hope to see you next year for 
the 11th annual Gardens Gone Native 
Garden Tour. In the meantime, enjoy Virtual 
Tours from several past Gardens Gone 
Native Tours HERE.
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Photo Credits 
This issue of the newsletter is filled with photos 
contributed by our members.

Denise Martinez: “Just wanted to share the Spring 
blooms on my orchid with the Garden Club. Even though 
I am sheltering at home, I am lucky to be able to go 
outside and enjoy the Spring blooms. Planted the lettuce 
seeds I have and stopping the urge to visit Green Acres. 
Keeping up with the weeding and doing whatever else I 
can in the yard to keep busy. Hope everyone else can do 
the same.” See Denise’s photo on page 4 bottom.

Belinda Colville: “The first is a pic of a field of 
dianthus... I sat on the ground to take this 
picture as I wanted it to look like a field of 
flowers and I especially like the lime green spirea 
in the back. The second...is a stand of irises. 
They look particularly good this year. Not sure 
why. Maybe because I separated them last year.” 
See Belinda’s photos on page 4 top, and page 5 top.

Jennie Lewis: “My husband, Fred, and I were treated to Mother Nature's finest work on Easter morning. 
We enjoyed the lovely blossoms and garden during our COVID 19 Easter celebration alone in our home.” 
See Jennie’s photos on page 1 (both), page 3 top, page 4 middle, and page 5 middle.

Nancy Terry is sharing the poppies in her front 
yard....what a beautiful display! Gardening gives us all hope 
for the future. Spending a little time in the yard helps us 
think about one another and our hobby of gardening. See 
Nancy’s photo on page 6 bottom.

Martine Wrinkle sends greetings “from my garden to 
yours. This our breakfast spot.” See Martine’s photo on 
page 5 bottom.

Andie Kerwin says, “This is my favorite place to sit and 
relax each day and read. ” See Andie’s photo on page 6 top.
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The Last Word 

Thank you a million times to everyone who contributed to 
this issue of our newsletter. If you enjoyed seeing these 
member photos, then please send more. The newsletter 
welcomes your stories, news, gardening tips, etc. It’s your 
turn—send us something fun, beautiful, amazing, something 
that makes you smile…we’d love to see it.

Newsletter contributions are due the Saturday May 3oth. 
Send them to:

Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor 💃
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“You can cut all the 
flowers but you 
cannot keep spring 
from coming. ” 

PABLO NERUDA


	President’s Message
	Help and Helping
	GRANTS COMMITTEE UPDATE
	Masks
	Can You Help Our Neighbors Up The Hill?
	Gardens Gone Native
	Garden Tour
	Photo Credits
	The Last Word

