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Club Calendar  

May Business Meeting and 
Silent Auction, Thursday, 
May 3, 10AM 

Election of 2018-2019 Board 
Officers, Garden Tour roundup, 
and Silent Auction with an 
assortment of in-kind donations 
from our Garden Tour sponsors--remember to bring cash or checks.

May Dirt Gardener Events: 

Thursday, May 10, Field Trip to Maple Rock Gardens, 
Newcastle, 10:30AM to 1PM   

We will tour and have lunch at Maple Rock Gardens, a private estate with an 
extensive 35-acre garden that includes themed garden rooms and a farm. Lunch 
will be catered by High Hand Café for a $25.00 per person fee for the tour and 
lunch. All money was to be paid no later than the April meeting.

Wednesday, May 16, Lakes Nursery, Newcastle, 10AM to 
11:30AM (Rescheduled Event) 

Joe Ciurei will take us on a tour of this Newcastle landmark. Lakes specializes in 
Japanese maples, but also carry bamboo and other unique plants.

June Business Meeting, Thursday, June 7, 10AM 

Last business meeting of the club year: 2018-2019 Yearbook Cover Selection, 
Installation of Officers, Scholarship Presentations, and a Potluck Luncheon.

June Dirt Gardener Event, Thursday,  June 14, Field Trip to 
Fremont Community Garden, Sacramento, 10AM to 12PM 

Take a tour of Fremont Community Garden, an organic garden in the heart of 
Sacramento. This community garden replaced the former Ron Mandella 
Community Garden, which was lost when a new housing development took its 
land. When the community protested the loss of the Mandella garden, a 
compromise was reached, and Fremont Community Garden was born. The 
garden advisory board, comprised of volunteers, manages the garden under the 
stewardship of our tour guide, Bill Maynard.
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Business Meetings 

10 AM, first Thursdays Sept-June, 
Rotary Clubhouse, Lew Howard 
Park, 7150 Baldwin Dam Rd, 
Folsom, CA 

Affiliations 

National Garden Clubs, Inc 

Pacific Region Garden Clubs 

CA Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Sacto River Valley District 

Officers 

President: Ron Byrd 

Co1st VPs: Janis Erickson & 
Denise Martinez 

2nd VP: Jessica Hodge 

Co-Treasurers: Belinda Colville & 
Judith Greenalch 

Secretary: Bev Dwyer 

Sub. Secretary: Sherrill Gomes 

Past President: Joy Greene 

Parliamentarian: Dorette Carlson 

NEWSLETTER  
May We Blossom In Friendship & Grow In Knowledge 

http://folsomgarden.org
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The President’s Corner  

Hi to one and all...

Yes, April showers bring May flowers... along with 
the weeds. So we take the good with the bad and 
move on. Isn't that one of the basic lessons of life?

The garden tour has ended and we are awaiting the 
results. The final event will be held at our May 
meeting when we have the silent auction. Many local merchants have 
donated items we can bid on...which will add to the total income of the 
garden tour.

Thanks to all of you who worked on the garden tour. We received so 
many good comments from those who bought tickets. It's our premier 
event for the year and it promotes our goals in the most positive ways.

A big THANK YOU to tour chairman Jessica Hodge and her dedicated 
crew. Each committee raised the bar a little as they went beyond the 
expected. We can all be proud of what our joint efforts have brought to 
our wonderful club!

It's a pleasure to work with each of you.

Ron Byrd, President

April Business Meeting  
Attendance: 109

We rolled up our sleeves and worked on Garden Tour preparations. And 
we had fun too!
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May Birthdays 

The May birth flower is the 
Hawthorn or Lily of the Valley, 
which symbolizes happiness, 
humility, and sweetness. 

Shari Shively - May 5 

Pat Brown - May 7 

Jan-Can Prendergast - May 7 

Cathy Kitts - May 8 

Bobbie Nauer - May 18 

Patty Howard - May 26 

Adrienne Coolidge - May 28 

Jo Kingsley - May 28 

Sharon Barnett - May 29 

Chris Henderson - May 30 

Joanne Dietzen - May 31 
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Garden Tour prep time—game faces on! 

April Dirt Gardener Event - Baldo’s Rose Garden 

The third time’s the charm—our visit to ARS Master Consulting Rosarian 
Baldo’s Villegas’ rose garden has been twice postponed, but we finally got 
our chance to enjoy this incredible rose garden on April 30th. Baldo’s 2 acre 
garden has 1700 roses planted in the ground and 1000 in pots. It’s a rose 
lover’s dream come true. Check our Facebook page for more photos.
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Garden Tour News For May
—by Jessica Hodge, 2nd Vice President, Garden Tour Chair 

We did it! WE DID IT!!!! Thank you all for a fabulous 2018 Garden Tour. 

It all started Wednesday, April 25 with a grand pre-tour followed by a 
delicious potluck dinner. It was a fun way to see the gardens and 
then chat with team members during dinner for the upcoming 
weekend.
 

Despite a brisk start, the weather on Saturday and Sunday cooperated by warming up gradually with a lovely breeze. 
Blue skies would periodically give way to clouds but nary a drop of rain.
 

Each garden was unique and seeing everyone enjoying the flowers, staging, music, and of 
course the artists was a treat. Each artist had a special style, and watching their creations 
develop was a gift. Many thanks to Judy Goyen who coordinated all of our artists, and we 
hope to see them again next year.
 

I hope you got to talk with the Master Gardeners in all of the gardens. Jan-Can Prendergast was instrumental in 
recruiting the Master Gardeners, and hopefully we’ll see them all next year as well.

 

I’ve heard nothing but positive praise for all of the Host teams—from 
both guests and from homeowners. You all made the experience for the 
guests safe, helpful and friendly. And the homeowners were all so 
appreciative of your assistance and support.
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Hopefully you all got some delicious treats at 
the Bake Sale—thank you bakers, packers, and 
sellers! Lovely presentation. Karen Hoff and 
her co-creators are the best!
 

And what is a Garden Tour without a Plant Sale? 
There was an incredible green-thumb team who 
potted succulents, arranged and staged potted 
plants, price setters who were very efficient and 
helpful. Belinda Colville had expert assistance 
from Linda Kessemeier and Les Tussing, but 
there were 24 MORE email addresses on the 
email to the plant sale team! YEAH GREEN-
THUMBS!
 

A few reminders for the Thursday, May 3rd meeting:
 
♣ Lawn Signs – if you took one or more, please bring them to the May meeting. There will be a table by the door, so 
please initial the sign-out sheet that you brought them back.

♣ If you have any aprons or host bags, please bring those to the meeting. You can leave them with the lawn signs.

♣ The Silent Auction is also a fund-raiser for Grants and Scholarships and is included in the income for the Garden 
Tour. Bring your checkbook and/or cash and bid, bid, BID!
 
And finally the Garden Tour Wrap-Up Meeting will be at the Murer House on Tuesday, May 8 with potluck 
at 12:30PM and meeting at 1PM. Your feedback is very important at this meeting since planning for next year’s 
Garden Tour starts in June 2018. If you can’t make the meeting, please email me your comments so I can pass them 
on to everyone.
 
I keep getting asked about how many guests we had, how many tickets we sold, and how much money we made. 
That information will come shortly—but the income as of Saturday PM was approximately $10,000. And that does 
not include any sponsor donations. So bid, bid, BID!!!
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Grants Story 

—by Jennie Lewis, Grants Chair

Garden Tour Sunflowers Meet A 2016-17 Grant Awardee! 
 
This is a story of the Folsom Garden Club’s two distinct activities merging and resulting in a wonderful success.  

 
For a number of years, the Folsom Garden Club has packaged and distributed 
sunflower seeds to those who attend the garden tour. The high quality seeds are 
used to either feed our feathered friends, or plant in a garden. Our own Cyndi 
Murdoch has for several years purchased and lovingly packaged the seeds for 
distribution at the annual garden tour.
 

Last May, the Grants Committee members visited 
the Natoma Station Elementary School garden. 
The tour was lovely! As a thank you, the 
committee gave the volunteers several packages of 
the sunflower seeds. We were told that sunflowers 
were a favorite among the children.
 

We rarely know what happens to the seeds that we distribute 
during the garden tour. However, in Natoma Station’s final grant 
report, they revealed an exciting result. Apparently, each year, 
the garden is planted with sunflowers, and the children harvest 
the seeds for next years planting. However, their harvest seeds 
failed to germinate, and the children were so sad. The 
volunteers then pulled out the Folsom Garden Club’s sunflower 
seeds and replanted. Beautiful sun flowers emerged (See photos!) 
The children and volunteers were thrilled!  
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April Plants Of The Month 

—by Tinka Davi

Hey fellow garden clubbers! Again we get a bonus. Instead of just one plant, Rhonda DesVoignes, our POTM 
presenter picked up three—a Erophyllum lanatum “Siskiyou,” an azalea John Hearrens “memoir” plus yellow tulips.
 
Here’s the dirt on these beauties.

 
The Erophyllum lanatum, Siskiyou wooly 
sunflower, has gray-green leaves with clusters of 
bright yellow daisy-like flowers that bloom from 
spring through fall and that attract butterflies. 
The foliage grows up to 1-inch tall and 2-3-inches 
wide and is native to a wide area from the coast 
to California’s high mountains and into Oregon. 
This versatile perennial thrives in full sun or light 
shade and prefers soil that drains freely.
 

The Azalea Memoir John Hearrens from Matsuda’s Nursery is a 
compact plant that produces beautiful, double-white flowers with red 
margins that bloom from March until May. It blends in well-planted areas 
next to shade-loving plants like ferns and Astilbe.
 

The pot of bright yellow tulips beautifully accented the wooden planter created 
by our own FGC member Les Tussing. Tulips provide a great show when they 
bloom in the garden or are available in pots and floral bouquets. We all know tulips 
are part of our fall gardening projects and that the bulbs need to be chilled in the 
refrigerator for about six weeks before planting. Then you gotta be patient while 
waiting for them to bloom in the spring. Plant lots of bulbs like one East Bay Area 
garden which has hundreds of tulips all in bloom—a real show (or car) stopper.
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Need Compost? 

Rhonda DesVoignes sent us this information:

Compost —Aged horse manure, no weeds, alfalfa fed horses.
Free delivery and unloading. 
Pick up truck with 3 yards for $60.
Call Carol 

If your not sure what type of compost is best for your garden, there’s a good article at https://www.groworganic.com/
organic-gardening/articles/choosing-the-best-poo-for-you to help you decide.

Thanks to Ruth Stark for sending us this hilarious image.

Diane Stout shared a collection of photos showing that humans aren’t 
the only one who appreciates flowers. Here are just a few:
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Upcoming N. California Gardening Events 

May 5, 10AM-12PM, (repeats on May 19), Succulent Wreath Workshop, High Hand Mercantile, Loomis, https://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efad7eegfa908e66&oseq&c&ch

May 11, 9:30AM-4PM, Workshop: Bring BackThe Pollinators, How You Can Help Conserve Native Bees, Soil Born 
Farm, Rancho Cordova, https://sacvalleycnps.org/images/Xerces_Urban_flyer_CA_Natives.pdf 

May 12, 9AM-12PM, Open Garden, Fair Oaks Horticultural Center, http://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Workshops/ 

May 12, 9AM-1PM, UC Davis Arboretum Plant Sale, http://publicgarden.ucdavis.edu/plant-sales 

May 12, 9AM-12PM, Bloomtastic, live music, eat, drink, tour, Maple Rock Gardens, Newcastle, www.highhand.com 

May 19, 9AM-12PM, Living With Oaks class, El Dorado Hills Library, http://ucanr.edu/sites/
EDC_Master_Gardeners/?calitem=404266&g=39875 

The Last Word 

Thank you Carolyn Vodoklys, Cathy Vollmer, and Joyce Sheffield for your photos. And thanks to all who contributed 
to this issue of the newsletter. I have lots of Garden Tour photos that I couldn’t squeeze into the newsletter. I’ll post 
some on Facebook later this week.

Your contributions to this newsletter are always welcome. I dance the Twist around my iPad every time someone 
sends me something for the newsletter. 

Submissions for the June newsletter are due on May 31st. You can email me or text me.

Send your submissions to:

Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor 

Look for us on Facebook & Instagram!
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‘There can be no other occupation like gardening in which,  
if you were to creep up behind someone at their work,  

you would find them smiling. 

—Mirabel Osler
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