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Club Calendar  

November Business 
Meeting, Thursday, 
November 2, 2017, 
10AM 

Tenley Martinez, owner 
of Sea Dreams Lavender 
Farm, will tell us about 
various types of 
lavender, their uses, growth habits, and how to incorporate them into 
your garden. She will have plants and lavender products available for 
purchase. 

November Dirt Gardener Event, Friday, November 17, 2017, 
Field Trip to Eisley Nursery, Auburn, 10AM to 2PM 

Take a trip to Eisley Nursery, famous for their annual poinsettia sale. 
Poinsettias will be found in red, burgundy, red and white, white, orange, 
pink, variegated, elongated and other variations. Our own Rhonda 
DesVoignes told us last year what gorgeous and long-lasting poinsettias 
she discovered at Eisleys Nursery. 

December Business Meeting, Thursday, December 7, 2017, 
10AM

It's the annual Holiday Party--
Time to celebrate the season! 
We'll have one of our 
legendary holiday potluck 
luncheons. Gifts will be 
exchanged on a voluntary 
basis. Santa arrives! And we'll 
participate in the Twin Lakes 
Food Bank's “Holiday Basket 
Program” toy drive. Come 
hungry and jolly.

No December 2017 Dirt Gardener Event 
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Business Meetings 

10 AM, first Thursdays Sept-June, 
Rotary Clubhouse, Lew Howard 
Park, 7150 Baldwin Dam Rd, 
Folsom, CA 

Affiliations 

National Garden Clubs, Inc 

Pacific Region Garden Clubs 

CA Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Sacto River Valley District 

Officers 

President: Ron Byrd 

Co1st VPs: Janis Erickson & 
Denise Martinez 

2nd VP: Jessica Hodge 

Co-Treasurers: Belinda Colville & 
Judith Greenalch 

Secretary: Bev Dwyer 

Sub. Secretary: Sherrill Gomes 

Past President: Joy Greene 

Parliamentarian: Dorette Carlson 

NEWSLETTER  
May We Blossom In Friendship & Grow In Knowledge 

http://folsomgarden.org
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The President's Corner  

Hello All Harvesters,

November is the time we think of harvesting 
things from our gardens....whether it be fruits 
and vegetables or seeds from our summer flowers. 
I saved seeds from my profusion of zinnias, 
marigolds, and black-eyed Susans. Now I will have 
them to plant next spring. I am also planning to plant Indian corn next 
summer. Mother Nature is so good!

We also think of November as a time to give thanks and appreciation for 
our bountiful blessings. We have worked hard and now we can enjoy the 
fruits of our labors. It is a time to reflect as well as a time to rest. Never let  
a day go by without appreciating the good things in life.
 
I often think of those hardy Pilgrims in the 1620s and their determination 
to survive in harsh conditions. They sowed and they reaped...and they made 
friends with the nearby Indians. Let us do likewise. We have a wonderful 
club and we do many good things...let's share our blessings and encourage 
others to join us in the joys of gardening.

Blessings to one and all,

Ron Byrd, President

Upcoming Club Activities  
—by Denise Martinez, Co-1st Vice President 

Our speaker at the November meeting, Tenley Martinez, will have lavender 
products for sale. Cash or checks accepted.

Look for the sign-up sheets at the November meeting for the following 
events:

•Decorating the Folsom Zoo with lights for the Wild Nights and Holiday 
Lights event, Saturday, November 4th, at 9AM.

•Eisley Nursery Dirt Gardener Event, Friday, November 17th, 10AM to 
2PM.

•Decorating Christmas trees at Folsom Zoo, Saturday, November 25th, at 
9AM
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November 
Birthdays 

November birth flower is the 
Chrysanthemum symbolizing 
cheerfulness, friendship, and 
abundance. 

Judy Hickey - Nov 1 

Harriet Schaeffer - Nov 1 

Shirley Hallfeldt - Nov 5 

Pat Carper - Nov 7 

Maureen Murchison - Nov 7 

Mike Baker - Nov 9 

Diana Latimer - Nov 9 

Diane Enkoji - Nov 10 

Marie Basinger - Nov 11 

Gloria Hanson - Nov 11 

Tina Schutte - Nov 15 

Cathy Keegan - Nov 16 

Sharon Peterson - Nov 17 

Sheryl Red - Nov 19 

Louise Lopez - Nov 27 

http://folsomgarden.org
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October Business Meeting 
Attendance: 97

Our October speaker was Cielo Sichi, Chair of the American 
River College Horticulture Department. He gave us a very 
informative mini-seminar on landscape design basics, plus an 
overview of his department’s program.

Our meeting room was tricked out in Halloween decor to 
get us in the mood. Check out the amazing table 
decorations—they were a real treat!
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October Dirt Gardener Event - Members’ Garden Tour 
—by Denise Martinez, Co-1st Vice President 

The member garden tour in October was a huge success. About 35 people enjoyed the gardens of members Dianna 
Leight, Judy Greenalch, Carolyn Vodoklys and Nanette Hayward. All were gracious hosts as we wandered through 
their yards in amazement over the varied styles and beauty. There were exotic plants, stately water features, 
extensive vegetable gardens and many types of garden art to enjoy. Many thanks to our hosts for all their work in 
making this event a wonderful experience.

Dianna Leight’s Garden

Judy Greenalch’s Garden
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Carolyn Vodoklys’ Garden

Nanette Hayward’s Garden
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Grants Update 
—by  Jennie Lewis, Grants Chair

  
The Folsom Garden Club (FGC) set aside $5,000 for Grants in the 2016-17 Budget (last year). The Grants 
Committee is now receiving Final updates on the funded projects. One of those projects follows:
 

ORGANIZATION PREVAILS!
 
The Murer House Foundation received a $500 grant to help with the costs associated with installing a tool storage 
shed. Specifically, the funding was used to support an Eagle Scout project to install the concrete pad for the shed. 
Our own Rhonda DesVoignes, Murer House Garden Projects Coordinator and Grant Writer, oversaw the project.
 
The concrete pad for the shed has been installed, and a shed has been purchased. The shed will be built by the 
Folsom Rotary Club as a community project. Rhonda reports that Murer House members have donated gardening 
tools and peg board for the shed. They are very excited about organizing all their gardening supplies in one 
convenient location.  
 
Rhonda conveyed the following message from Murer House to FGC: “Thank you Folsom Garden Club for a grant 
to help make this project a reality.”

GRADING & PREP

FINAL PREP 

CGCI Awards 

CGCI, California Garden Clubs, Inc., is one of our affiliates, and this year’s newsletter is looking at the programs 
and projects they offer. In the September newsletter, we got an overview of all of our affiliates. In this issue, we’re 
looking at one program CGCI offers to its members: awards. CGCI gives awards “in  recognition of outstanding 
accomplishments, meritorious achievements, creativity and ingenuity in a variety of activities.” The monetary value 
of these awards is petite, but the state-level recognition is great. The awards cycle goes from January 1st to December 
31st, so now is the time to think about going for the gold.

Check the CGCI website for a complete list of award categories, and requirements. Here are just a few awards that 
could be within the reach of our club and individual members.
• Club Touring Award: organize two or more tours or field trips during the awards year to nurseries, garden centers, 

specialty or public gardens which provide educational opportunities for club members.
• Home Garden Tour Award: sponsor a home garden tour open to the public, minimum of four gardens including a 

map with directions and one educational exhibit. 
• Other awards include: Club Program award, Backyard Habitat Award, “Green” Recipe Award, Home Garden 

Award, Photography Award, and Website, Newsletter, and Yearbook Awards. 

If you think these awards are beyond our reach, take a look at the previous year’s winners and you may feel that 
winning is within our grasp. In past years, the Folsom Garden Club has won awards for its Yearbook and Website. 
Get the details at http://californiagardenclubs.com/awards.
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October Plant(s) of the Month - BAUMEA and PESTEMON 
--by Tinka Davi

Our plant person, Rhonda DesVoignes, presented not 
one but two plants at our October Folsom Garden 
Club meeting. The plants, donated by Green Acres 
Nursery & Supply to our raffle, were a Baumea 
rubiginosa “Variegata” (Variegated Striped Rush) and a 
Penstemon barbatus Rock Candy Ruby.

Each month, a plant—or plants—selected by Greg 
Gayton of Green Acres, will be both the plant of the 
month and also will be offered at the raffle table. (Buy 
lots of tickets.)

The Baumea is a variegated sedge-like plant from New Zealand with thin needle-like leaves that are deep green with 
creamy yellow stripes. They grow rigidly upright to 18-24 inches and there is no flopping, Rhonda said it’s not 
invasive, though she said that some websites describe it as growing “vigorously.” The Baumea is disease-resistant, 
spreads like rhizomes and does well in sun or shade and near ponds. It’s good in pots if you’re not sure about it 
spreading rapidly.

The Penstemon prefers well-drained soil in full sun, though it will tolerate a range of 
soils and conditions. The smaller varieties are good for the front of borders or 
walkways and should be spaced about 6-12 inches apart. It’s also good in mixed 
containers with other flowers, Rhonda said. It 
blooms in May and attracts hummingbirds.
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Upcoming N. California Gardening Events 

November 2, 10:30AM-4PM, The New Backyard Orchard workshop, Cameron Park, http://mgeldorado.ucanr.edu/?
calitem=382976&g=39875 

November 4, 9AM-12PM, Introduction To Aromatherapy: using essential oils: extraction techniques, categories and 
properties, common uses and the types of tools, equipment and carrier agents used in aromatherapy. Soil Born 
Farms, Ranch Cordova, https://soilborn.org/calendar/ 

Novmber 8, 12 PM-1PM, Walk with Warren. Join Warren Roberts, the Superintendent Emeritus of the Arboretum 
and famous storyteller and punster, for an always engaging noontime exploration of late summer in the UC Davis 
Arboretum's gardens and collections.  http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/calendar.aspx

November 16, 10AM-12PM, Botanical Names Demystified workshop, UC Botanical Gardens, Berkeley, 
gardenprograms@berkeley.edu.

November 19, 10AM-5PM, Wakamatsu Farm Volunteer Orientation. The farm is a national and state historic 
landmark, the original site of the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk Farm Colony established in 1869, and includes a garden, 
orchard, and native plant nursery. 941 Cold Springs Road, Placerville, http://www.arconservancy.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/10/VolunteerWakamatsuFarm.pdf. 

November 23, visit the San Francisco Botanical Garden at Golden Gate Park on Free Days, which include 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day. https://www.sfbotanicalgarden.org/ 

The Last Word 

Thank you to our Unofficial Photographers, Joyce Sheffield and Carolyn Vodoklys, and 
welcome to the Unofficial Photographer Team to Susan Langille. I’ll be including all of 
you on my list when I count my blessings this Thanksgiving, And a big thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this newsletter.

Your contributions to this newsletter are always welcome. I dance the Loco Motion 
around my iPad every time someone sends me something for the newsletter. 
Submissions for the December newsletter are due on November 25th. You 
can email me or text me.

Send your submissions to:
Kathy Bramall, Newsletter Editor

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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We plant bulbs in the fall expecting beautiful flowers in the spring.  
That’s how small steps work and how dreams come true too. 

—Paul S. Boynton 
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Bonus Page!!! 

Folsom Garden Club 
Garden Tour News 

  
Quick Addendum… Please come to the Garden Tour Meeting at the Murer House on Thursday, 
November 9th @ 12:30 pm for a pot-luck lunch, with the meeting starting at 1:00 pm. We’ll talk 
about plans for getting garden descriptions and pictures, ticket design, and website updates. 
  
See you on the 9th! 
  
Jessica Hodge 
2nd VP & Chair of the Garden Tour 
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